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"Unto the Learned Divines aſſembled 
AT WES TMENS TT EK 


To ſet an order touching Fayth and Religion in the 
Church of 


ENGLAND - 


XX) Eloved Freinds and high learntd-- 


SS JAS Rich and poore,doe depend, belceving that (through + 
&@ your great learning ) you can ſo judge of matters of 
v2 d 2 Fayth and Religion, that all what you shall Judge ap- 
os 'J pr and allow therein , muſt of neceſlity be holder 


r thetruth, as alſo , all that you shall nor judge , ap< 
rove, andallow, muſt not be holden for the truth. 

T herfore I thoughtit good, and alſo my duty (beloved in the Lord) re 
put you in mynd , thatin this your Synod , you follow not the order of 
the Church of Rome, as to fer ſuch an order 8& Rulein Fayth and Religion, 
that shall bynde and compell men , to beleeve your Articles of Fayth and Re - 
ligion , asalſo not to be your owne Iudges therein except for your owne 
Aſſembly but not for others ) as if you can not Erre , and fo forbid others, | 


that agree not with you ( touching your Articles of Fayth and Religion) ro ' _? 


teach , pryntand publish theyr Fayth and Religion , on payne of [mpri- 
PR A 2 | Sonment 


BJ Schoole men , on whom both high and low , barks 


 _ Sonment, Baniſhment &c as the Papiſts., Lutherans and other Sefts does 
in forceing mento theyr Allemblyesagainſt theyr conſciences, | 
But Iexhort you hercin , to follow the Apoſtles Dodtryne , and order 
(they as Maſter buy'ders) haue ſet downe , for a Patternand Rule for every 
manto follow and praiſe: ſo that you, nor any whoſoever have Aurho » 
rity (though of high degree, or learned\ro ſer downean other order , Rule or 
Pattern of Fayth and Religion, for all men to follow and pradtiſe, ſeeing that, 
is done already by Chriſt a::d his Apoſtles , which weall ought to follow and 
praftiſc,but none other order on payne of the curle. Gal i. 8.2. Tim- 1-1 3« 
Luk.9. 49. notwithitanding, ſeeing there are many Aſſlemblyes of Chris- 
tians , and each thinke (as you dove; theyr owne Fayth and Religion to be 
beſt , you may {et orders therein for your ſelues . upon condition that you 
tolerate others , as you ought to doe , elſe you ſhall doe contrary to 
chriſts command. Math. 1 3. 28. 30. Mark. 9. 38. Luk. 9. 49. and fo 
judgean other mans Servants, which you ought nor to dog, as you mayread. | 
Rom. 14: 4: 18. iris Chriſts office only, to judge in matters of Fayth & | 
Religion , ynto whom as to out only Iudge , we all doeitand or fall ; there 
fore | exhort you, not to perſecute any, for theyr Fayth and Religion. | 
It may be you will ſay, ſhail wee then tolerate every Set ? Ifay yea , you | 
ought to doe it, if you will obcy Chriſt , and not dilpkaſthim , who forbid- 
deth you & the Magiſtrate to pluck up the Tares , and commandeth you | 
both , toler them grow till the pads is the endof the worl4. Matfth. t 5, 
3 0. Here may you ſee that both the Magiſtrate & you ought ro obey Chriſt 
who will not have you to forbid any that reach in is name, though they bee 
Tares and follow not you, Mar. 9,38.Luk. 9. yo. If you will not haue any 
Sects (as I alſo would hinder them ; if I mighe lawfuly doeir } I will ſhew 
you a Way, how to hynder them . without breaking Chriſts commands : the | 
lt way is (under correction) that you,ſct downea Rule , how all men may 
certainly knowza Set from the true Church & rhe true Charch froma Set 
Which being doneſ{asit can well be donejall men that truely loue theyr Salva- 
tion, will Seperate from the Se&ts,and Ioyne them ſelves to the true Church: 
forthen all men that will, may ſearch the Scriptures, and fo calily know the 
true Church from the Sets. | 
_ For the better knowledge herein , all parents ought to bring vp thyer 
Children, to Read perfectly in the Bible , ſo that they may (as Chriſt exhort 
<th) ſcareh the [criprure for the begetting & (ere ling of theyr Fayth: If any | 
parents throngh poverty, are not able ſo to bring vp theyr Children, let free = 
Schoolcs bee provided , in eyery Towne & vill age for thatpurpoſe , ry 
godly 


ſoone be hindred , if not, yet Sefts muſt be tolerated , ſeeing thereby , thoſe 
Aſſemblyes which are conformable,to the Pattern of Gods word , will bee 
the better knowne and approved , as you may read. 2, Cor. 11-19. 


Allo you ſhall pleaſe ro underſtand , if you will ordayne ſuch an order , as 


Chuauſt hath ordayned , touching the adminiſtration of his Baprtiſme , and his 


Supper , asallo touching the doctryns of God , his ſon & holy gholt , as 
Chriſt , his Prophets & Apoſtles haue taught, then no Godly perſons , ſhall 
hauc jult caulc ro except againlt it , and ſo weeſhall bee of one heart & of 
one mynd therein : But if you ſhall ordayne , ſuch an Ecroneous & Tyrra- 
nical order of dottrine & diſcipline, as the fathers of the Church of Rome, 
haue taught & ordayned then all godly men ſhall hane juſt cauſe to except 
againſt ir, ſeeing wee ought not tofollow them, but Chriſt , his Prophers& 

Apoliles , in the doQtrines of Fayth & Religion: whichif you pleaſe rodoe , 
as you ought, then ſhall we not be divided into ſo many Sets as now we 


- are: nor then {hall the do&rynsof Chriſt , his Prophets & Apoſtles bee 


borne downe & ſupprelled , by the Authority, 8 {word of the Magiſtrate as 
now itis. Therfore Iexhort yo,onely to uſe the [word of the ſpirit, whichis 
the yvord of god for the ſuppretling of Sects ; burnor the Magiltrates ſword, 
except againſt ſuch as uſe that ſword(as the Papiſts nowdoe)agaynſt you,as you 
haue done againſt us , for which God is ſodiſpleaſed , that he will nor releaſe 
you,till you eſtablish Chriſts Iubike and freedom of conſcience : Luk. 4. 18. 


|. I pray ce@nsidetif the bloud of thoſe men , you name Anabaprtiſts , and 
Browniſts., and others , which your Church haue bnrned , banſhed 8 
hanged , doe not crye ro God for vengeame agaynſt you : {eeing they ſuffred 
for Righteouſnes lake, being faichful ro God,in that they bclcived: therefore 
Chriſt faych Marth. 5. 1 ©. bleſſed are they thar ſuffer perſecution , for Righ- 


rcouſnes fake, and fayrh, rhe Kingdome of Heavenis theirs: and though they 


erred in ſome things (yer ſeeing it was of ignorance , and not of obitinacy } 
that made them not vnrightcous , nor worthy of death : you Kno w the 
Apoſtle ſayth, Rom: 14. 14. though he was perſwaded, thatnothing is vn- 
clean in ir ſelf, yet ro him that ſo judgerh,, to him ir is unclean: ſoita man 
judge fome doarynes to be Error, thonghit be no Error , yet to him thar (o 
Po , tis error : if he ſuffer death for that he judgeth to be truth, hee 
ſuftrerh for Rightcouſnes (ake,being truth in his judgement : therefore judge 
you not-according to the outward appearance , butjudge Righreous judge - 
ment as Chriſt exhocteb you for whoſoever incthee things [a@yechiilty is ac- 
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godly reachers theremthis order being taken & otdayned ©; the Sefts will = 
gouly teachers thereinthis vrder being t otgdayned ©, the Sets will  * 


\ then 
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Rom. 14.18. | 

Further , I exhort you , not to ſtudye the Romish fathers any longer , bur 
the holy ſcriptures of the Prophets & Apoſtles only,nor yer ro proue your 
dofrines from Romiſh fathers , but from Chriſt,his Prophets & Apoſtles , 
whoſe doarincs only eſtabliſh the Conſcience being truly tranſlated & ex 
pounded, which may wel be knowne , if it make no contradigion , for they 
reach not contrary one another ; but the Romith fathers teach not only con=- 
trary Chriſt , his Prophets & Apoſtles , but alſo contrary one another ; and 
all of them are found very ignorant in the knowledge of Gods word, andin 
the expoſition therof : So thar you ſhal doe wel , to ordayne that no Teacher 


alledge any fathers  tbur Gods word only for proof of theyr doftrines ; 


which being done , there wilbe yum hope to dimini{hk the Sects , and ta 
eſtabliſh a true Church in vnity of Fayth 8& Religion : Alſo I exhort you not 
ro condemne your ſelves, towards others , in the ſame things you allow in 
yourſelyes: namely; you will not that the Papiſts be judges over you, in theyr 
owne cauſes , fo you ought not ro be judges over others in your owne cau = 
ſes ; for wherin you judge & condemne others , and your (elves doe che ſame 


things , therein you ſhall judge & condemne your ſelves , as the # poſtle 


reacheth. Rom. 2. 1, Allo {ceing you (like the Jewes) hane more zeal then 
knowledge , touching the Keeping of the weekely Sabbath , I delice you 
berter to conſider of the Apoltles dotryne therejn Rom. x4. 4. F» 
(hal you not force men , to obſerve that Shaddow - , more then the other 
{haddowing Sabbath ? ſeeing the weekely Sabbath was a Shaddow ,, fo v ; 
as the yearly Sabbaths, and now all aboliſhed by Chriſts comming : r x- 
lore condemne no man therein, nevertheleſle; will you eſteem one day i.voue 
another, yet you onght not to condemne others that eſteeme every day 
alike for then ſhallyou doe contrary ro the do&ryne of the Apoſtle, Col.,z. 
IG. 17. let no manopprelle, or defraude his brother in any matter , For 
the Lord is an aveuger, all of ſuch things. x Theſl, 4. 6, | 

Allo I deſyre good order may .betakenfor the maintenance of the poore 
that ſo no men,women nor children , be forced & dryven (through want) t@ 
bcg trom doore to doore.; verelythelord loveth the poorenow ſowelas hedid 
afore tyme,when ke ordayned alaw for theyr mayntenanceas you may read in 
Dcurr. 14. 28. {aying ,at the end of che yeare , thou ſhalt bringforth all the 
tithes of thine increase theſame yeare ,and lay it yp within thy gates , then 


+ the Levite ſkal come becauſe he hath no inherirance with thee) and the 


Eranger , the fatherlelle, andthe viddows (that are poore) within thy gates, 
| and 


ceptable to God z and is approved of Godly men , as the Apoſtle teacheth.. 
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and {hall eat and be filled , that the lord thy God , may blefſe thee in all the 
work of thine hands whichthou doecſt : Levit. 19, 10. & 23. 22. & 
Deut. 1 5.9. 11+ 

I beſeech you , zealouſly to conſider , if this Morall law of God benow 
aboliſhed through Chriſts ccmming , if not , letir I pray you be zcalcuſly 
praQtiſed : for as the maynrenance The Teachers and poore was then , even 
ſo is the mayntenance of the Teachersand Poore now : Thus hopeing aRe- 
\. formation(of all Romiſh dotrines, Ceremonyes, and Tyrannical diſcipline) 
according to the pattern of Gods holy word: Icommendyou to the God 
| cf Peace, who make you perſett in all good works , to doe his will, working 
in you , that which is pleaſing in his ghr » through Ieſus Chriſt , Amen. 
| Tbeſeech you to ſuffer the words of exhortation , for 1 have written ts 
you in few words and in loue, though not in the enticing ſpeech of mans 
wildome, yet in plaine evidence ofthe power & ſpirit of Chriſt. 1. Cor. 2. 
4+ 7+ 10. you {hal pleaſe to read. Mar. 7. 22. They that loue inſtruction , 
ſhal increaſe in knowledge , bur they that hare it , ſhal remayne in Error 
and ignorance. Proverb. 1 2. x.-Efay. 2-34 & Micah. 4.2- As you would 
that men ſhould doe to you, ſo doe you to them likewiſe. Mat. 7.1 2.Luk.6. 
3 1.otherwyſe Chriſt willpronounce you unrighteous. Written in + +1 oi 
Babylon) the z 3.of the $ moneth called October. by Mark Leonard Bulher, 
in the 72 yeare of his Age* a Citizen'of the Famous and Hononrable City . 
London : though aboue 36 yeares, a Pilgrim in Holland , forthe ward of + 
God and Teſtimony of Iclus Chriſt. Reve 12. 17, Anno Dom: 16 43» 
Ro, ſtyle Anno Dom: Syons ſtyle. 16 59. | 


